
 

Upgrades and Updates! 

Staff, faculty and students have been working hard to upgrade and 

update the broadcasting areas of the Communication Department. 

This fall, we focus on the fruits of their labor. 
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 If you’ve been up to the fifth floor of the Loyola Science Center (LSC) lately, you might have noticed 

some changes in the Communication Department’s area of the world.  WUSR, the University’s radio station, has 

undergone a major overhaul since the spring. Staff, faculty and students put in many hours of work to make the  

new radio station area what it is today.   

 

      LSC 562:  We have a lab!   
               

The Audio Production students now have a place to 

call their own.  WUSR now has a fully equipped au-

dio production lab and teaching/demonstration area.   

Eleven new computer stations with USB microphones 

have beed added, as well as a teaching area with a 

large flat-screen monitor and student desks.   

 

Students now have a place to go to work on projects, produce radio station content, and upgrade their abilities. 

 
Some th in g  Looks  D i f fe ren t . . .  

A new audio mixing board 

A new management office 

A new lobby-area workstation 

A new music organization system 

New paint in the lab and teaching area 

New music 

New programming: including new shows and new remote broadcasts 

New management: including creation of new positions and updates in 

job descriptions and titles. 

Other Updates Include: 



 

 WUSR is taking many steps to transform the radio station in the 2013-2014 academic year. One transfor-
mation in particular is the structural reorganization of WUSR’s management team. Previously, there were seven 
management positions: the loud rock director, the alternative director, the assistant alternative director, the news 
director, the event coordinator, the technology director/assistant station manager, and the station manager. 
 

 This year, WUSR has decided to split a few of these positions into more individualized roles. The biggest 
modification we have made in regard to the management team is the division of the station manager position into 
two separate roles. WUSR has decided to have a program director and operations director who will perform sepa-
rate duties and have equal standing in the hierarchical structure of the station’s management team.  
 
 WUSR has also decided to split the events coordinator and PR position into two separate roles with the 
expectation of an increased focus in both of those areas under one manager. WUSR is looking forward to increasing 
the number of events on and off campus, in order to become more well-known throughout The University of 
Scranton campus, the city of Scranton and other outlying communities. Because of these split positions, WUSR also 
anticipates having a stronger social media presence because one position is dedicated specifically to managing social 
media. 
 
 The station is also re-instituting a talk genre director for this year. The talk genre director will be in charge 
of overseeing the preparation and production of all talk shows.  
 

The management team for 2013/2014 is as follows: 

Operations Director - Matt Tarantino: The Operations Director is responsible for managing the website, 
portal and voltage logs, creating and implementing station policies,  supervising all student management posi-
tions, as well as scheduling DJs for radio shows.  

Program Director - John Niemiec: The Program Director is the primary student responsible for overseeing all 
music operation, creating and implementing station policies, and overseeing and reporting on progress toward 
annual station goals 

Automation Manager - Megan Togher: Responsible for managing the station’s music automation system 
called NexGen. The Automation manager will closely work with the program director and genre directors to 
manage music. 

Events Coordinator - Allison Zeedyk: promotes the station through on campus events and creates and main-
tains professional relationships with University of Scranton offices and organizations. Recruits and supervises 
training of Events DJs, and coordinates the setup and striking of equipment. 

PR Coordinator - Megan Carey: primarily responsible for promoting the station through social media, off 
campus events and promotional items.  

News Director - Sarah Beckley: responsible for all newscasts on the station, producing and overseeing produc-
tion of scheduled newscasts throughout the day. 

All genre directors: keep in contact with labels, check quality and content before airing, train DJs, perform 
air checks and keep in touch with their DJs. 

 Alternative Genre Director - Garrett Barziloski 
 Loud Rock Genre Director - Matt Barbari 
 Talk Genre Director - Andrew Passaro 
 
 With these changes, WUSR anticipates having a successful year. If you could like to contact WUSR, please 
email mail@wusrfm.com or call 570.941.7648. 

 
Un de r  New Ma na geme nt  

Contributed by Megan Carey, ‘15 

mailto:mail@wusrfm.com


 

 The University of Scranton’s radio station WUSR will be introducing new events and changes this year.  The 
changes come with John Niemiec in his his first year as program director. 
 

 According to Niemiec, the station wasn’t getting a lot of listeners, so he wanted to implement two big changes.  
“The first was that we were going to push our new music a lot more. We get a lot of new music from up and coming bands 
from various record labels,” Niemiec said. “This year we are putting all of our new music into our automation system to 
that DJs will be more likely to play and when there isn't a show, the new music will play instead of the old music we've all 
heard a thousand times.” 
 

 Music isn’t the only change.  WUSR will now do remote broadcasts for various events on campus. The events 

have been created to promote the radio station and attract a larger audience. 
 

 “Previously, we would be asked by clubs and organizations to play music at their events, which is fine, because it 
helps get our name out there a bit. But it's really more to just be there and push play on an iPod for these clubs and organi-
zations. We are not doing that anymore,” Niemiec said. 
 

 Events like Quizzo, and Name That Tune for Late Night on third floor DeNaples - both game show-like creations - 
were made to promote WUSR. 
 

 Thomas Conmy, a DJ for WUSR since 2009, also had similar words on the events. 
 

 “This year WUSR has expanded to incorporate more on-campus activities such as Quizzo and Open Mic Night in 

order to get WUSR to the people. Additionally, our management team is there continuing to promote and expand our live 

events on campus,” Conmy said. 

 
 So next time you’re bored with the music on your iPod, or you want to get out and about on campus and have 
some fun, too, look no further than the University’s own radio station: WUSR.   

 W U S R  A r o u n d  C a m p u s  
Submitted by Ruth David, ‘14 

Need to reach WUSR?  Want to know what’s 
going on and when?  Here’s how to track 

them down: 
 

Office Phone: 570.941.7648 
Request/Text: 570.212.WUSR 
Email: mail@wusrfm.com 
Instagram: @wusr 
Twitter: @wusr 

 
 

And to find out when and where WUSR will be hosting events,  
like them on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/WUSRFM  
 

From left to right: Sara Beckley, Allison Zeedyk, 

Dan Koerner, Garrett Barziloski 



 

 This past year the Royal Television Network has been making vast improvement to the television studio here on cam-
pus.  Along with the help of Professor Holmes’ Practicum class, we have updated our studio design as well as made some great 
strides in the technology that we use! 

  
 With a new year, comes a new set.  Our studio set has been freshly 
painted, giving it a more modern look.  We have new University of Scranton 
banners hanging, a new background for our sports shows, and our newly de-
signed RTN logo. 
 

 Inside of the studio in the control room, our technical 
team has brought us up to speed with a brand new sound board 
and a touch screen computer that puts us live on our campus 
and Comcast channels.  Over this most recent summer, our 
technology team was hard at work upgrading the recording and 
video distribution, setting up host servers, and creating off air 
digital signage systems so that there is constantly footage  
running on our channel.  So far this year, they have been  
converting all of our shows to digital copies, uploading it to 
YouTube, and are hoping to upgrade some of the computers in 
the station by the end of the school year! 
 

 
 Every student in the Communication Department has access to seven 
Canon XA10 cameras that can be signed out and used to shoot footage for class 
projects, news packages, or just for personal practice.  These cameras record in 
HD, are lightweight and easy to carry around campus, and work great in lim-
ited light situations. 
 
 After going out and shooting all of this footage, 
you need a place to edit it, right?  Well good news, the 
Communication Department has twelve Macintosh com-
puters with the Final Cut Pro editing system on them. 
 
 The Communication Department has a lot to offer                      
our students, and with all of these new improvements, the  
sky is the limit! 
  

 RTN Broadcasts a New Look!    
Contributed by Lauren Giunta, ‘14 

Need to reach RTN?  Here’s how: 
 

Facebook:  /royaltvnetwork  
Twitter:  @RoyalTVNetwork 

 
Tune in on Comcast Cable: 

 

On Campus: Channel 9 
Off Campus: Channel 21 



 

Introducing the RTN Management Team for 2013/2014: 

Executive Producer -  Cory Burrell: Cory oversees RTN’s operations and is in charge of approving 

scripts, treatments for shows, set improvements, and weekly and monthly meetings. Cory has an in-

terest in broadcast journalism and became involved in RTN as a freshmen to gain valuable knowledge 

in pursuit of this career.  

Associate Producer - Lauren Giunta: Lauren is responsible for copy editing news scripts, helps run 

weekly and monthly meetings, and is charge of approving new show treatments. She became involved 

with RTN after fulfilling a requirement for Professor Holmes’s classes and enjoyed the hands on expe-

rience she received.  

Sports Producer - Carmine Gerrity-Gemei: Carmine organizes the filming and commentary of sport-

ing events around campus as well as anchors the sports segment of the news.  He enjoys being on 

camera and the hands on experience for a possible job in the communication field.  

Promotions Manager - Sarah Beckley: Sarah creates advertisements for RTN and maintains their 

social media pages.  After gaining an interest in broadcast journalism, RTN has given her both produc-

tion and performance experience.  

Production Manager - Matt Tarantino: When Matt is not making sure all the equipment is work-

ing, he is managing the video distribution serves as well as scheduling equipment.  He has always had a 

love for broadcasting and even ran the television station at his high school.  

Entertainment Producer - Michael Mazzuca:  Michael hosts and creates the script for the game 

show Know or No. as well as oversees other variety shows. He wanted to be involved with television 

and started with being involved in Know or 

No during his freshman year. 

News, Lifestyle, and Entertainment 

Producer - Justin Dwyer: Justin oversees the 

production of each show and coordinates with 

RTN members to put together quality pro-

ductions.  He became a part of RTN after his 

freshman year. He always wanted to get    

involved with television and he felt this was 

the best way participate.   

 

 R TN’ s  Ne w Ma na ge me nt  
Submitted by Jacquelyn Lese, ‘14 



 

Since I started helping out and taking part in The Royal Television Network more than three years 
ago as a freshman, I have seen the studio grow each and every year. This year is no different.  

 

We currently have three different shows running each week. Know or No, hosted by RTN enter-
tainment producer Michael Mazzuca, is a light-hearted game show Monday nights where pairs of friends 
get to see how well they know each other. Venting on the Couch is a Tuesday night talk show discussing 
sports, pop culture and everything in between.  Finally, RNN, the network’s longest-running program, 
delivers news about The University every Thursday.  

 

In addition to our current lineup, we have exciting new plans ready on the horizon. One of these 
ideas is “Athlete of the Week,” an in-depth look at several student-athletes who play for The University. 
Another is our broadcasting of The University’s men’s and women’s basketball team once the basketball 
season begins. In the middle of these projects, ideas for new shows, packages and other kinds of programs 
are always in the works. 

 

The knowledge of helping to produce, direct, edit and even appear on air in these shows has pro-
vided me a wide range of knowledge of how the world of television works. My experience at RTN has 
already been invaluable in preparing me for my future after graduation. I know I am not the only one who 
shares this sentiment, as my two fellow senior RTN executives will readily attest to. 
   

 “Since I have gotten involved with Royal Television, I have learned numerous skills that can hope-
fully propel me to a great career in the broadcast field,” Executive News Producer Justin Dwyer said. 
“Professor Holmes is always there to give a helping hand and any student is welcome to start a show or get 
involved. I have learned the various editing programs and that has given me the tools to become a better 
editor.”  
  

 “Joining the Royal Television Network club has given me real world experience that I will be able 
to bring to a professional job after graduation.  I have learned how to work with several different types of 
cameras, Final Cut Pro, have gained on-air experience, and have even directed and developed my own 
shows,” associate producer Lauren Giunta said. “RTN has allowed me to use my creative side, and practice 
what I hope to do doing as a professional when I graduate.  If I have never joined RTN, I would be going 
into job applications blind-sided, but because I walked into the T.V. studio my freshman year, I now have 
four more years of experience than someone who did not think it was important to join.”  
  

 Beyond the skills, experiences and demo reels, the one thing that stands out about RTN are the 
people. I have met some incredibly talented, welcoming and professional people in my time at RTN, some 
of who have graduated and are now working for major companies in the broadcast industry, including 
NBC. Professor Holmes works tirelessly with the studio to help us learn and produce quality material. 
Overall, without everyone’s efforts and talents, we would never be able to run the studio and create the 
kind of top-notch work we create week in and week out. 
  

 I am thrilled at the strides RTN has made since my freshman year. I hope the station continues to 
succeed in the years to come and provides students with the knowledge and skills I feel make RTN such a 
great experience.   

                      RTN - What’s On 
Contributed by Cory Burrell. ‘14 
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